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December
Normally ‘Bring & Tell’, followed by a veritable feast of Christmas goodies,
this year was still rounded off with the Christmas fare but the ‘Bring & Tell’
was rather different.

David Matthews’ daughter had attended a lecture on restoration of castles in
France and, as a result,, the family had spent a few days at a site at Guedelon,
in the Loire valley where a replica castle is being built.  The cover illustration
is what they saw on arrival and is just one taken from very many that formed
the background for a talk, “Castles in the Air”, given by David at the meeting.
The project has been under way since the mid 1990s and is expected to be fin-
ished about 2023.  While more than 30 years seems a long time - the war
would be long finished before the castle! - There are far fewer people directly
involved than in earlier times but they are using no modern equipment and are
open to visitors to help raise funds.  (People such as David and family have to
maintain authenticity by wearing period costume with no items such as wrist-
watches to mar it.)

The plan above shows a typical, original
castle with towers each having particular functions - e.g. top left contained a
chapel; top right was the ‘Great Tower’ which was the final resort if besieged.
There were other towers plus two gate towers flanking the single gate and
linking curtain walls. Along the wall  between the Great tower and the Chapel
tower is the Great Hall.
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(While I do have video of most of David’s chat, there is far too much and far
too many photos extracted from it to cover every aspect, so I aim to give a
selection of points of interest only - Ken)

Basically the reason for the castles goes back to Eleanor of
Aquitaine who had such rows with her husband, the king of
France that they agreed to divorce, she subsequently
marrying Henry Plantagenet and causing all of western
France to fall under control of the English and the rest of
France, rather concerned about that, built a whole series of
castles at the start of the 13th century.

As said earlier, each
tower had its uses and
in one would be the provision of meat,
down, eggs, even fertiliser (guano) in
the form of pigeons.  The whole of the
inside wall would have recesses forming
nest boxes and access was from a ladder
riding on a frame attached to a central
pivot.

As David remarked, though, they must
have go heartily sick of pigeon
omelettes!

Also mentioned is the adherence to
period equipment, the transport is
shown here.  The horses had about 2
years training and a working life of
about 12 years at 2 hours per day.
As a result of the training they don’t
need much handling, carrying out
most carting tasks with ease and
precision.

In addition to carting, though, when the hose and cart have delivered, say, a
load of stone, as the height of the building increases, so does the need to
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transport it further - upwards. For this they have
built treadmills and David’s son got experience
of the hard slog that is involved in these, which
judging by the photo, must be like walking up a

very steep hill (1
in 1?) There are
double cage ones
too and some
quite impressive
loads can be
hoisted….

….. up to  an unloading
platform and then, by
wheelbarrow, basket, bucket
or simply by carrying, to
wherever needed.
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The horses are invaluable but there are
other means of transporting material.
There are handcarts, baskets and buckets,

all constructed on site, from local
material, to period design and using
methods compatible with the age

The local stone presents a problem,
apparently.  Very handily, the project
is taking place in a disused quarry, so
there is plenty of stone available but it is very hard sandstone and wooden
wedges could not be driven into it (for wetting to expand and split the stone);
explosives merely produced lots of gravel!; the only method found to work
was to chisel small holes into it and then use sledgehammers to drive in iron
wedges.  The stone, however, contains quite high amounts of iron and the

chisels, wedges and hammers, as well as
other tools can also be made from local
material and there are also sources of clay,
ochre and lime nearby, so mortar, bricks
and tiles can all be made on site. Floor tiles
too, with designs being pressed into them
and then filled with contrasting slip.

There is an oak forest nearby plus other
hardwoods, all of which can be used and
will be seen in later photos.

This picture shows the method being used to
split the stone, where a team of 4 or 5 men
can keep the masons supplied with the stone
needed - about 10,000 cubic metres in all!
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 One use for the timber is making support
frames for various part of the build., the
one shown here being used in the towers to support building the tops.  They
are all pegged assembly and so can be dismantled on completion for re-use.

Earlier, there were references to the masons
and to lifting materials by crane.  Here is a
picture of the head mason, Philippe and
two helpers (Diana and Rachael) loading
stone into a crate for such lifting.  Note,
safety helmets (indeed Health and Safety,
though this is the one exception to strict
adherence to period dress) were all long
into the future from the period, so Diana is
wearing a ‘bonnet’ - a safety helmet
disguised by a cloth covering!

Steel capped boots were also advisable.

This photo is of a
restored castle from the
age that the project is
building.
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As well as the actual building work,
many other things are happening on

site. The
French,
apparently, do
not have any
pole lathe
turners - but a
British one
works on site -
meet Gary.

Here are two views of
one of his bowls and
two views of the tool
made on site and used to make that and other bowls like it

Others produce pottery
for sale to visitors.
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Others  make items that are not sold but are used as part of the project.

One man has developed extraordinary arm
muscles producing oak beams using just an
axe.  It is an axe with a slight off-set, called a
side axe and the offset enables it to cut with the blade practically flat along the
grain and produce a good, true finish - in his hands!

Speaking of tools, above are pictures of many of the tools made and used on
site .and, below, one of them, a level, in use.  Difficult to see in the photo, this
level is a very simple principle - a plumb line from the apex, when level, lines

up with a mark on the bottom.

(The same principle - gravity - is in use
today in a very hi-tech instrument, the
laser level available in all DIY shops!)
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Above - making roof tiles                             and a vital part of the project,
            mixing mortar.

Rope is also needed.
Here’s some being
made.

And here, left is Rachael
cutting some shingles and
right, an idea of the
original castle being built.
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Rather primitive plumbing …                      …. but one has to wash for lunch.
David told us that they expected, at €5, lunch to be rather primitive too but
they were very pleasantly surprised - and well filled - by it.

Just to complete this article, below is a photo of the walls with layers of rubble
stone but every 10 feet or so, a layer of Ashlar stone binding it together,
penetrating to about a metre to do so.  The photo on the right gives some idea
of the wall thickness, having the stairway down through the centre.
The main picture also shows a peculiar (to me) French idea.  Why is that toilet
projecting from the wall, called a garderobe - in effect, a wardrobe?
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Peter then took the floor and spoke about the club’s project - a traction engine,
or more precisely, three traction engines to be made.  Certain, non-turning

parts of the construction has already been taken on by Bill Robinson (because
he has a dovetailing jig set up and Bryan Wilson has taken on the roof parts
and decided to make then curved, rather than the plain, flat ones shown in the
plans.
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Prior to David’s Castles in the Air, much preparation had gone into laying out
table with, on some, lots of food while others had items of members’ work.
While this was being done, there was suddenly the sound of pipes playing.  It
was Ian Henderson who later gave a chat about his playing (though

unfortunately the video was not set up in
time and so unfortunately I have no record
of what he said.

Among the other members’ work were the
photos below…….
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….... while here are some shots of some food in the course of being laid out

.(Not all of it.  I don’t want you blaming me for any weight gains!   Ken)

After Peter finished his chat about the traction engine project, the meeting was
rounded of by demolishing the above, rounding off a very pleasant and
instructive morning.

Old age.

An elderly couple had dinner at another couple's house, and after eating,  the
wives left the table and went into the kitchen.
The two gentlemen were talking, and one said, 'Last night we went out to a
new restaurant and it was really great... I would recommend it very highly.'
The other man said, 'What is the name of the restaurant?'
The first man thought and thought and finally said, 'What is the name of that
flower you give to someone you love? You know, the one that's red and has
thorns.'
'Do you mean a rose?'
'Yes, that's the one,' replied the man.
He then turned towards the kitchen and yelled, 'Rose, what's the name of that
restaurant we went to last night?'
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Merryll Saylan.
Alf, Donald and I have had email from Merryl, apologising for not having
been in touch for a while and wishing everyone well.

She herself has had problems - family illness - serious but improving and then
a burglary.  Things seem to be improving now though -  decided to bite the
bullet when she realised she wasn’t seeing too well and decided to have cata-
ract surgery - is it catching?  I know several other CWA members have had it
before me but now Merryll, and that young Mr Busfield have both followed
us.  Anyway, that seems to have gone well for her - except for one thing -
she’s suddenly aged.  At least she says she can see some wrinkles now!

Bad day

You know you are in for a bad day when you wake up and find that your water
bed has sprung a leak ......................
................ and then realise that you don't have a water bed!

Speeding ticket.

A police officer stops a blonde for speeding and asks her very nicely if he
could see her license. She replied in a huff, 'I wish you guys would get your
act together. Just yesterday you take away my license and then today you ex-
pect me to show it to you!'
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January - Back to Basics

This has become a fairly standard rou-
tine on the occasions we have it, where
some of our more expert members try to
enlighten the rest of us and get one or
two of the more intrepid ones to have a
go.

A couple of
exceptions this
year were
Bryan Wilson,
presumably
having been
impressed by
Simon
Whithead’s
demo of the
white pastes

that cure to various iridescent shades,
combined trying it himself with letting
others try it out - with some very impressive results.

The dyes themselves are, as shown
right and can be obtained at, probably
among other sources, at
www.pegasusart.co.uk/850/Jo-Sonja

Another variation was Gary Couper,
who brought in his
newly acquired Sorby
ProEdge system to try
and glean some tips -
with some success
with help; I think, from
Alan Athersmith.
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Gordon had intended to demon-
strate grinding but Ron Holmes
already doing a sterling job on
that, he took over the club lathe
and demonstrated some turning
instead, while Ron, below, real-
ly made the sparks fly, demon-
strating his home made sharpening jigs.

Bill Robinson, Danny Woof and
Peter Osborn were all also
present at other lathes.

As well as the iridescent dyes
that he was showing, Bryan had

brought in a lot of wood that had
been felled some 16 - 20 years
ago, so was pretty well dried and

it was for sale with 50% of any
takings to go to Derrian House.
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Danny showing Sue some of his turning

Photos of Bill not available but here’s
                                              Peter

Common Tools Explained

DRILL PRESS : A tall upright machine useful for suddenly snatching flat
metal bar stock out of your hands so that it smacks you in the chest and flings
your beer across the room, denting the freshly-painted project which you had
carefully set in the corner where nothing could get to it.
WIRE WHEEL :  Cleans paint off bolts and then throws them somewhere
under the workbench with the speed of light . Also removes fingerprints and
hard-earned calluses from fingers in just about the time it takes you to say, 'Oh
sh--!'
SKIL SAW :  A portable cutting tool used to make studs too short.
PLIERS :  Used to round off bolt heads. Sometimes used in the creation of
blood-blisters.
BELT SANDER :  An electric sanding tool commonly used to convert minor
touch-up jobs into major refinishing jobs.
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HACKSAW :  One of a family of cutting tools built on the Ouija board
principle... It transforms human energy into a crooked, unpredictable motion,
and the more you attempt to influence its course, the more dismal your future
becomes.
VICE-GRIPS :  Generally used after pliers to completely round off bolt heads.
If nothing else is available, they can also be used to transfer intense welding
heat to the palm of your hand.
OXYACETYLENE TORCH :  Used almost entirely for lighting various
flammable objects in your shop on fire. Also handy for igniting the grease
inside the wheel hub out of which you want to remove a bearing race.
TABLE SAW :  A large stationary power tool commonly used to launch wood
projectiles for testing wall integrity.
HYDRAULIC FLOOR JACK :  Used for lowering a car to the ground after
you have installed your new brake shoes , trapping the jack handle firmly
under the bumper.
BAND SAW :  A large stationary power saw primarily used by most shops to
cut good aluminium sheet into smaller pieces that more easily fit into the trash
bin after you cut on the inside of the line instead of the outside edge.
TWO-TON ENGINE HOIST :  A tool for testing the maximum tensile
strength of everything you forgot to disconnect.
PHILLIPS SCREWDRIVER :  Normally used to stab the vacuum seals under
lids or for opening old-style paper-and-tin oil cans and splashing oil on your
shirt; but can also be used, as the name implies, to strip out Phillips screw
heads.
STRAIGHT SCREWDRIVER :  A tool for opening paint cans. Sometimes
used to convert common slotted screws into non-removable screws and
butchering your palms.
PRY BAR :  A tool used to crumple the metal surrounding that clip or bracket
you needed to remove in order to replace a 50 pence part.
HOSE CUTTER :  A tool used to make hoses too short.
HAMMER :  Originally employed as a weapon of war, the hammer nowadays
is used as a kind of divining rod to locate the most expensive parts adjacent to
the object we are trying to hit.
UTILITY KNIFE :  Used to open and slice through the contents of cardboard
cartons delivered to your front door; works particularly well on contents such
as seats, vinyl records, liquids in plastic bottles, collector magazines, refund
checks, and rubber or plastic parts. Especially useful for slicing work clothes,
but only while in use.



18

February - Pete Osborn & Bill Robinson.
Taken from Club website.

Bill cutting segments for the first ring,
note the bradawl for safe cutting

Applying glue to the segments, it was
also explained that a full size drawing
was needed to determine the segment
sizes.

Glued up in two halves to ensure tight
joints.

A plug was turned to fit inside the bot-
tom ring with a chucking spigot.

Left, a jig was used to position the seg-
ments with an indexing ring, a pointer
and a stop arm to place the segments
against.
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After the top and bottom halves have
been constructed they were hot melt
glued together in the centre so that the
outside can be rough turned to shape.

        The outside rough turned.

By releasing the tailstock the top half
was set aside and the inside of the base
can now be turned.

Turning the base inside to a wall
thickness of 8mm and also the top half.

When the two halves have been glued
together, the final turning can now be
completed to a wall thickness of 6mm.
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Bill explaining and showing how to cut
out stars using his special jig.

Showing one leg of the star against a
completed star.

Selections of CWA members work.

Gerald's segmented bowl made 60
YEARS ago and the joints are still
perfect.
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Peter’s tray, bottle coaster and glasses

and a selection of bottle stoppers.

Dowel fitted and ready to mount on
lathe for bottle stopper.

Note the dowel being used to drive the
bottle stopper during turning and
polishing.

The finished stopper.
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After turning a recess and re-chucking,
the centre was hollowed to accept a
wine bottle.

Then the outside was turned to finish.

A piece of Yew 5" x 2" with a spigot on
one end was drilled 1 1/2" deep x 9mm
diam and opened out at the end.

The stem was turned to leave 2 captive
rings.

The ring tool used to undercut the
rings.
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After sanding the rings they were taped
to one end to allow the base to be
finished.

A glass cutter was used to mark the
stem to break off the glass and then
glued into the new stem complete with
captive ring.

After hot melt gluing a piece of ply to
10" x 1' Mahogany a chucking recess
was made.

The face being turned flat, leaving a lip
around the edge.
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The CWA Annual Lunch

At the January meeting, Gordon was a bit concerned that there were
insufficient numbers to justify holding this previously well attended event.
The concern turned out to be unfounded as the number needed was exceeded

and as usual, the
Crooklands lunch
was excellent, as
was the company.

Top.  The lunch
was 12 for 12.30
and this was the 12
to 12.30 gathering
before going
through to…

Below.  The dining
room.
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Value of the Internet to a dinosaur.

My wife, Barbara, is a dinosaur!  How do I know?  She tells me so!

 She also, in earlier days, worked with Enid Marx RDI (Royal Designer for
Industry) and when a display of Artists’ Christmas Cards was arranged at
Compton Verney, Barbara was able to loan some of the cards received from
Miss Marx.

Subsequent to this, I recently received email from a gentleman who, via
Compton Verney, tried to get in touch with Barbara, regarding the display and
the permanent display of “Marco’s” own work plus her collection of folk art at
the museum. There was one clue - that she lived somewhere ‘north’ and her
husband had at one time produced a couple of websites - a Silverdale Art Trail
one and another one.  Contacting the Art Trail got him the information that I
was a woodturrner (he can’t have seen my work!) And somehow, he must
have found the CWA site, looked at the newsletter section and found my link
in one of the back pages - his email came though to my CWA address.

Barbara phoned him on the number he’d provided and the relevant information
he asked for was provided.  He also said he had read some of the newsletters
on line with interest, as well as the rest of the site information and said, “Isn’t
the internet wonderful?”  The “dinosaur” made no comment!

www.comptonverney.org.uk/collections/marx_lambert.aspx for anyone want-
ing to take a look at “Marco’s” work.
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 Editorial
While the cover page picture may not seem to have anything approaching a
connection with wood turning, it nevertheless did form part of a fascinating
presentation at the December, Bring & Tell meeting.  (See the relevant pages)

As I said in the article, I have most of David’s presentation on video.  Only
most, because I found it difficult shooting and was concentrating rather hard
on getting it that I didn’t take in much of what he was saying and when he
wound up, just stopped the camera and relaxed - and then, too late, realised
that Diana had taken over and was showing some of the clothing!  Still, I can
watch what I did get as often as needed - rather flickering pictures but despite
David’s walking about a bit, quite good sound.
I hope the article covers enough to make a reasonable account.  For those with
computers and internet access, much more information on the project is
available at www.guedelon.fr/en/

Wanted
One Newsletter Editor.  While I’ve said before that I was finding the job a bit
too much, though I have enjoyed the actual production side of it, I can’t say
I’m keen on  the reporting side of it. I was unable to attend the January
meeting since I could hardly walk and though most meeting involve much
more sitting than walking and I could sit OK, I still couldn’t face a full day.

The doc diagnosed arthritis and an x-ray confirmed that, so though it is
currently not as bad as it was then and I’m led to believe it may improve a bit
as the days get warmer, I can’t see any likelihood of being rid of it altogether.
I’ll not be at the April meeting anyway - we’re booked again for Malta (and
that could be ‘interesting’!) - and I don’t think I’ll normally be staying for full
day meetings in the foreseeable future.

I can still do the layout and production of both the newsletter and the event
calendar.  It’s just getting data - the photos and reports - which I really need to
hand on to others, please.  I could, if Bill doesn’t object, always take what’s
needed from the website, but whether that’s fair on the readers is possibly
doubtful.

Ken.
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